Platelets and the hemolytic-uremic syndrome.
Clinical studies suggest that the microthrombi characteristically found in hemolytic-uremic syndrome (HUS) may be the consequence of an uncontrolled platelet-endothelial interaction. A defect in prostacyclin production which is corrected by normal plasma may be the fundamental pathogenic mechanism. For this reason, efforts should be made to confirm the recent case reports which suggest that plasma infusion or exchange may be more effective than hemostatic inhibitors in the achievement of clinical remission in HUS.